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General Discussion 



Analogy to the overlay utilized in a number of TV programs such as Wall Street Week. Information and 
instructions are transmitted along with the programming. A plurality of overlays are generated. Embedded 
instructions are transmitted to local PBS stations from a source station for retransmission to cable network. 
First instruction is transmitted to microprocessor to program the mircoprocessor to generate overlays. 

Julia Child embodiment, if you want a copy of the recipe you are watching press the code (567) which is 
conveyed to the processor, processor compare the code which is used to tune the receiver, activate the 
printer and enable the decrypter for receiving the recipe. 

Remote data collector is remote with respect to the local receiver/subscriber. Remote data collection 
includes request of recipe, actual receipt of the data. Disclosed as being done by telephone thereby enable 
various data collection including billing information. Col. 8, lines 5-12 and 56-62. 

The remote station may be more than one. "Pay per view" is not used but col. 8. 

Remote data collection, col. 18, lines 35-42. 

Plurality of remote sites col. 8, 53-56. Col. 5, lines 7-14. 

Figures 6E and 6F show a home example. 

Figure 3 shows the intermediate site (head end) with processing being performed at the intermediate site or 
some of the processing functionality being performed at the local site (subscriber). 

Col. 4, lines 5-13 control signals are embedded in the signal for controlling the intermediate (headend) 
and/or local station (subscriber). 

Two way communication - telephone line is disclosed for two way communications. Col. 19, 35-41 
automatic query. There is no return path on the cable network disclose!^ The reverse channel is disclosed as 
being a separate communication patfi being provided by the telephone or data network which is separate 
from the cable network. Col. 15, lines 1-19. Col. lines 9, 21-23. 

Programming of the local station, col. 22, lines 14-24 

Two issues were raised with respect 35 USC 112, enablement and new matter (written description). 




Applicant initial^i^ indicated that claim 56 is directed to the combination of the Wall Street Week and Julia 
Childs analogies as disclosed. After ftirther discussion Applicant indicated that in fact the claim is directed 
to the Julia Childs analogy as discussed below. 

There are three distinct pieces of information the data, the acknowledgment, and code. 

• The "acknowledgment" finds support in the specification at col. 20, lines 44-47 and is "information 
that the 567 order was placed by the viewer and all necessary equipment was enabled. " (emphasis 
added). Applicant will provide further examples of support for "acknowledgment" in the specification 
whereby clearly defining the scope of the term "acknowledgment". 

• 1 output device reads on the data recorder 1 6. 

• Applicant will provide additional examples for terms which do not have clear antecedent basis (such as 
"transaction", "datum", etc.) thereby clearly defining the scope of the new terms. 

• The I''* output device (data recorder 16) receives the transaction and the acknowledgment. 

• Selecting means "picking" either the a datum or a code for delivery from a stream of information. 

• Processor site may be either the remote site (such as billing site) or be co-located at the receiver site 
(subscriber). 

• Selecting is selecting one of order is placed (code), equipment is enabled (datum) or delivered (datum). 

• Col. 1 5, lines 20-25, shows the interactive nature of the invention. 

• Col. 20, lines 54-59, supports "delivering one of said transaction and said acknowledgment" shows 
delivering of acknowledge for billing purposes. However the second "said acknowledgment" at the 
second to last line of claim 56 indicates the transaction has been completed is different from "an 
acknowledgment" at line 9. 

• Col. 17, lines 34-46, was recited by applicant as support for the combination of Julie Childs and Wall 
Street embodiments to support claim 56. However, original specification fails to show clear support 
which discloses the merit combination as claimed. Hence claim 56 reads on Julie Childs with 
amplification on decryption from fig. 4. 



